GETTING STARTED WITH OPEI WEB SERVICES

Suppliers (manufacturers and distributors)

Suppliers are expected to host OPEI web services; that is to build web service structures according to the OPEI specifications and to offer them as a service to their customers.

Once a supplier has built web service capability and wants to use OPEI standards, that supplier must implement the OPEI Discovery Web Service. This is the basic service that supports one's customers in discovering other web services that are offered.

Finally, the supplier hosting OPEI web services must notify the Outdoor Power equipment Institute of its readiness with a request to be added to the Initial Endpoint File. The supplier must provide its name and the exact URL of its OPEO Discovery Web Service.

Customers (distributors and dealers)

Consumers of OPEI web services must rely on computer programming that complies with the OPEI Web Service Specifications. Several dealer business system companies have programmed web service capability into their business system programs that they provide to dealers and sometimes distributors.

An organization with good IT capability and modern tools may wish to build their own web service modules for their computer systems, but they must comply fully with the OPEI specification.

